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because their more highly evolved consciousness has shaped
for itself on the physical plane this much improved apparatus ;

but even so, our bodies answer as the lower bodies answer
to the same stimuli, and this purely physical consciousness is
the same in all.

Now in the mineral, the astral matter connected with the
permanent astral atom is so little active, and consciousness
is sleeping so deeply therein, that there is no perceptible
working from the astral to the physical. In the higher plants
there seems to be a sort of forthshadowing of a nervous
system, but it is too little developed and organized to serve
anything but the simplest purposes. The added activity on
the astral plane improves the astral sheath in connexion with
the plant, and the vibrations of the astral sheath affect the
etheric portion of the plant, and thus its denser matter.
Hence the forthshadowing of a nervous system above
alluded to.

When we come to the animal stage, the much greater
activity of the consciousness on the astral plane causes more
powerful vibrations, which pass to the etheric double of the
animal, and by the etheric vibrations thus caused, the nervous
system 5s builded. The shaping of it is due to the Logos
through the Group-Soul, and to the active assistance of the
Shining Ones of the Third Elemental Kingdom, directing the
work of the ethereal Nature-Spirits. But the impulse comes
from the consciousness on the astral plane working in the
permanent atom and the sheath of astral matter attracted by
it, roused to activity by the Group-Soul. As the first very
simple apparatus is formed, more delicate impacts from
without can be perceived, and these impacts also help in the
7